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Objective: The present study was carried out with the aim of thematic analysis of
postgraduated theses in the field of educational management in Urmia University
Method: The research method is applied in terms of purpose and analytical research in
terms of nature and method. Using the document content analysis method, postgraduated
theses in the field of educational management in Urmia University during the last 13
years were examined. The statistical population of the research consists of 421 theses
defended in the mentioned field from 1390 to 1402.

Results: The findings of the research showed that the subjects conducted at the master's
and doctoral level are centered around organizational, occupational, individual,
educational and social factors. In terms of field distribution, the most subjects in
postgraduated theses are in the field of educational management. In terms of the
geographical location of senior theses, the most focus has been on the city of Urmia, and
in the doctoral degree, the main attention has been on other cities and provinces. In
relation to the tool for collecting theses done in the master's and doctorate level, the
largest share belongs to the questionnaire, and among the research methods, the highest

rate of students' use of the descriptive method of the correlation type.
Conclusion: Researchers in this field, need to pay more attention to the use of qualitative
and mixed tools and methods in educational management research.

Cite this article: Dehghanzadeh, H., & Gorbani, F. (2026). Thematic Analysis of Postgraduated Theses in the Field of
Educational Management: A Case Study of Urmia University. Journal of Learner Based Curriculum
and Instruction, 4(4), 57-77. DOI: 10.22034/cipj.2025.67786.1282

© The Author(s). Publisher: University of Tabriz.



https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3060-5857
https://lbcij.tabrizu.ac.ir/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9933-2192
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-4202-855x

Learner Based Curriculum and Instruction, Volume 4, Issue 4, 2026

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The present study was conducted with the aim of thematically analyzing postgraduate theses in the field
of Educational Management at Urmia University. As institutions of higher education expand their
research activities, postgraduate theses increasingly serve as key indicators of the intellectual directions,
methodological tendencies, and thematic priorities within a specific academic discipline. Research, as
a systematic and purposeful process of inquiry, provides the foundation for generating new knowledge,
addressing educational problems, and informing policy and practice. Within this context, theses occupy
a central role because they not only reflect the academic growth and competencies of individual students
but also mirror broader trends in scientific production at departmental and institutional levels.

A thesis represents the culmination of a student’s academic experience, requiring the integration of
theoretical knowledge, methodological skills, and critical analysis. It is also a structured and coherent
document that contributes new insights related to the student's field of study. Examining the content of
theses produced over several years allows researchers to identify prevailing research themes, frequently
investigated issues, methodological patterns, and potential gaps in knowledge. Such analyses are
valuable for academic departments seeking to revise curricula, align research priorities with national
and global trends, improve supervision quality, and guide future students in selecting meaningful and
relevant research topics. In the field of Educational Management—a domain concerned with leadership,
organizational behavior, school administration, decision-making, policy implementation, and human
development—understanding the focus areas of postgraduate research is particularly important.
Educational systems operate within dynamic social, organizational, and technological environments,
and the types of research conducted in Educational Management programs can reveal how academic
inquiry responds to these evolving challenges. For example, investigating the balance between
organizational, individual, educational, and social factors can signal how researchers interpret the core
issues influencing educational institutions.

Despite the importance of continuous monitoring of academic output, a systematic and thematic
analysis of postgraduate theses in Educational Management at Urmia University has not been conducted
to date. Considering that the university has offered master’s and doctoral programs in this field for more
than a decade, analyzing the accumulated body of theses provides a valuable opportunity to evaluate
the status, direction, and development of research activities within the program. Therefore, this study
aims to map the thematic structure of postgraduate theses produced between 2011 and 2023, identify
dominant and underrepresented research areas, and examine methodological trends, geographical
orientations, and disciplinary patterns. By doing so, the study provides a comprehensive overview of
the research landscape in Educational Management at Urmia University and offers insights for future
planning and improvement.

Method

This applied study employed an analytical approach using document content analysis. All postgraduate
theses in Educational Management at Urmia University over the past 13 years (2011-2023) formed the
research population (N = 421). In the first phase, all these were reviewed on-site in the university’s
central library. Key information—including thesis title, academic level, supervisor and advisor names,
student name, publication year, geographical focus, research method, and data collection instruments—
was extracted. In the subsequent phase, related topics were grouped and classified into five main
thematic categories: organizational, occupational, individual, educational, and social factors.
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Results

At the master’s level, educational factors accounted for the largest share of research topics (28%),
followed by individual and organizational factors (24% each). Occupational factors represented 19%,
while social factors constituted 8%. At the doctoral level, organizational factors dominated with 40%,
followed by educational factors (23%), individual factors (15%), occupational factors (12%), and social
factors (10%).

Regarding disciplinary distribution, most theses focused on Educational Management. At the
master’s level, 81% of theses fell within this field, while Educational Psychology accounted for 15%,
Educational Technology 3%, and Curriculum Planning 1%. A similar trend appeared at the doctoral
level: 83% of topics centered on Educational Management, 13% on fields such as Higher Education
and Educational Psychology, 4% on Educational Technology, and 1% on Curriculum Planning. The
geographical analysis showed that 71% of master's theses focused on Urmia city, while other cities
accounted for between 1% and 3%. In contrast, doctoral theses displayed a broader geographical scope:
44% examined other cities and provinces, 23% focused on Urmia, 18% on West Azerbaijan province,
and 15% on Tehran.

Analysis of research methods revealed a strong preference for quantitative approaches. At the
master’s level, 83% used descriptive-correlational methods, followed by descriptive-survey methods
(14%). Mixed-methods, causal-comparative, and quasi-experimental designs each accounted for only
1%. Regarding data collection tools, questionnaires were used in 92% of theses, followed by
documentary/library methods (5%) and interviews (2%). At the doctoral level, descriptive-correlational
methods appeared in 53%, descriptive-survey in 28%, mixed-methods in 18%, and causal-comparative
in 1%. Questionnaires again dominated as data collection tools (74%), followed by documentary/library
methods (17%), and interviews (9%).

Conclusions

The findings highlight a strong reliance on quantitative methods and questionnaire-based data
collection in postgraduate research in Educational Management. Researchers in this field are
encouraged to incorporate more qualitative and mixed-method approaches to enrich the diversity and
depth of research. Future studies could extend this analysis to other related fields such as Educational
Technology and Curriculum Planning, with attention to broader thematic and methodological trends.
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